 Why Study Fistor?

V\Ilny 4o we shxd\/ historN? For thousands of Nears we have learned about the
eople who came before us - their actions, Triumphs, and anauish. Why do we do 1his?”
Ut simply we stud hiefory 10 learn about ourselves - how would we react and act in

instances like those in the past. The past is made of human interactions between each
other and the environment. When you study history, U start to see patterns in human
belhavior.  An undersmnding of the Paer is ke\/ o an undersmnding of the present.

To ghxdy Ws‘rory, you must start with a ayesﬁon. You are Iookjng
o find the answer to this oyesﬁon by sthud N the past. A question
ou coud ask is What makes a qrea VeSIAENT T uestion ke that
could lead you to a study of American presidents. This could lead o
another question - How does a agreat leader react in 1ime of crises?” or
‘What characteristics makes a person ﬂr@af?” Who decigesr”

Next you would need to gafher facts and information velated to \our uestions.
This becomes the evidence \you need 10 anaNze to reconstruct the past. Evidence is
the information that can be used o prove Nour statement or 1o suPPomL a conclusion.
When ol shm\/ hisfory, evidence can be found in mary different forms. It might be
an old letter or photooyraph. Or it might be an artifact - a human made object - such
0s o tool, button or old vase. Evidence can also be found in pictures, music and even
old movies. You draw Nour conclusion based on the Paﬁems of evidence \oU find in
\our research.

As U e“hxdy the PasnL !ookjng for evidence, \ou. are aamall\/ |oo|<mg ot Primavy
sources - a document or other vecord of past events created by people who were
resent at that time. A letter, such as the one Abraham Lincoln wrote 1o his son's
Teacher, is an example of a rimary source. You are looking 1o find patterns and
establish meaning throuah these documents and artifacts left by people from other
times and Places. While These rimar\/ sourees can sometimes be difficult 1o vead, Jrhe\/
Provide the best information on a certain Topic or ﬂueghon.

You can also gaﬂner information from secon ary sources. A secondary souree is
written after the fime period by an expert or historian.  They were not present at the
event or maybe not even alive dwin@ the same time. Man secondary sourees are
ereated long after an event occurs. Secondary sources can include books, magazines,

and short articles. Secondary sources can be useful for summarizmg a large amount of
informatdion.

Al historical evidence, whether P\rima\r\/ or secondary, must be looked at carefully. You
should examine each source for the (EoimL of view of the pereon who created the source. A
oint of view, or way of lookjng ar s meﬂain% may be slnaEed by many ﬂ/lings, such as the
E'erson’s 0, religion, b, or political views. For example, a historian would exPech that a
orthern Soldier ih 1854 would have had a PoinJr of view different from that of a soldier
ﬁghﬁng for the South.
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Sometimes a source contains information or conclusions that veflect a cevtain
oint of view. This is not necessariy a bad thing, but you must be careful to look for
Signs of bias when anal Zing evidence. In geneml, bias is an Jrlning that migWr change o
erson's observations, Bins tokes many forms, ranging from a simple friendship to an

unfair dislke of a person or group. Whatever its form, bias can make a source less
Than Jrrudwoﬁm.

Sometimes a source \ou exarmine isnt even truel In today's world, s readin@ folse
information is extremely easyl People may wyite inaccurate stories in order 1o persiade
someone 1o support a certain point of view. When stud ing story, it is essential to
ensire \ou are reading accurate information. As a famous Pres:idemL once said,

N

s N

] A Everything you read on the internet isn’t true! — Abraham Lincoln ]

dh You can check for aceurate information on the internet by agkmé

A4 | critical questions: Who is the author? Is the article free from bias? What

is the source of the information? Is the information found in several

[ different sources? Are the sources cited and verifiable? If you check \our
information, \ouU wil find if it is accurate or not (ke the qyofe from Lincoln

» - not truel)

Once the evidence is selected and evaluated, NOU can beain to veconstruct what
happened. You can start by esfablishing a ch\ronolog\/, or cSeqience of events in time.
Once you are cevtain of the correct Order of events, you are better able To make
connections among those events. You can look for pattérns. You can idem“rfy causes and
effects. You can also beain 1o look for long-ranae hanqes and trends that may have
developed over many yedrs or even decades. For example, when deciding what makes a

reat president, you could examine the events during ditferent Presidencies and evaluate
gow ditferent PresidemLs reacted to these events. You could then compare these
reactions 1o those of other leaders when faced with a similar situation.

Hstory is not like other su@ecTs \OU study in school; sometimes there can be more
than one corvect answey. Hierory is sfill open 1o inJrerPreWrion. In fact, some people
describe lnisfory 0S an ongoing argumerfr about the past. The way we view certain events
Can clnange over time. Differences of opinion about how 1o look at the past makes histor
intfevesting and important. With each new genemﬁon of People COMe New ar@umenfs. As
historian Frederick Jackson Turner once wrote,

Each age ies tfo form its own aonae/iﬁon of the past Each
age writes the wistory of the past anew with reference fo the
conditions L/(D/?@rmogf n its own time.

In other words, our undersmnding of the past is alwa\}s being shaped b\/ the point
of view of those in the present. In that sense, history is never finished. The lessons of
the Pas’r slnape our undersmnding of the Presen’r, and ‘must Iigl/ﬁr our way 1o the future.
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